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Contributions by Source

69% Individuals
$324.10 Billion

19% Foundations
$88.55 Billion

9% Bequests
$41.91 Billion

4% Corporations
$16.88 Billion

Source: Giving USA: The Annual Report on 

Philanthropy for the Year 2020

In 2020, Americans 

gave $471.44 

billion to charity, a 

record amount. 
(figures shown are in current 

dollars)
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Giving by Individuals

Growth in 4 of 5 years

Closer to 80%

Number of donors increased by 7.3%

(Source: Fundraising Effectiveness Project)

Fourteen biggest gifts alone accounted for 

more than $12.2 billion in giving last year



Giving by Foundations

15.6% - Largest percentage increase by source

 Shift in business as usual

Exceeded minimum payout requirements



Contributions by Recipient Type 
(% change reflects inflation-adjusted totals)

Sub Sector Dollars in 

billions

% share of 

total

% change 

from 2019

Religion 131.08 28 -0.2

Education 71.34 15 7.7

Human Services 65.14 14 8.4

Foundations 58.17 12 0.8

Public-society benefit 48.00 10 14.3

Health 42.12 9 -4.2

International affairs 25.89 5 7.8

Arts, culture & humanities 19.47 4 -8.6

Environment/animals 16.14 3 10.3

14

Source: Giving USA: 
The Annual Report 
on Philanthropy for 
the Year 2020



Biggest increases in recipient type
(% change reflects inflation-adjusted totals)

Sub Sector Dollars in 

billions

% share of 

total

% change 

from 2019

Religion 131.08 28 -0.2

Education 71.34 15 7.7

Human Services 65.14 14 8.4

Foundations 58.17 12 0.8

Public-society benefit 48.00 10 14.3

Health 42.12 9 -4.2

International affairs 25.89 5 7.8

Arts, culture & humanities 19.47 4 -8.6

Environment/animals 16.14 3 10.3
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Source: Giving USA: 
The Annual Report 
on Philanthropy for 
the Year 2020



Biggest decreases in recipient type
(% change reflects inflation-adjusted totals)

Sub Sector Dollars in 

billions

% share of 

total

% change 

from 2019

Religion 131.08 28 -0.2

Education 71.34 15 7.7

Human Services 65.14 14 8.4

Foundations 58.17 12 0.8

Public-society benefit 48.00 10 14.3

Health 42.12 9 -4.2

International affairs 25.89 5 7.8

Arts, culture & humanities 19.47 4 -8.6

Environment/animals 16.14 3 10.3
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Source: Giving USA: 
The Annual Report 
on Philanthropy for 
the Year 2020



Local 
Philanthropy



63% of nonprofits reached their 2020 fundraising goal



“We expect a slight increase from 2020 but that is 

a dramatic decrease from 2019. We see 2021 as a 

recovering year, but not a recovery year.”

48.5% of nonprofits predict an 

increase in 2021 compared to 2020
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42% of 

nonprofits 

reported 

decreases in 

corporate 

giving Individual 

Gifts
Foundation

Giving

Corporate

Giving
Gov’t 

Grants

58%
38%

34%

42%



14%

15%

17%

23%

31%

Other

Special Events

Direct Mail

Major gift

solicitations

Grant Writing

Most effective 

strategies



So, when can we party?



Anticipated changes to events

 More online, virtual or hybrid events. 

 Smaller, more frequent events, “more purposeful.”

 Less emphasis on events.

 How long? Too soon to tell.
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Keynote Speaker
f

Nat Kendall-Taylor, PhD

Chief Executive Officer

the FrameWorks Institute



Ways to Stay Connected

Executive Director/Development 

Director Roundtables

 Peer sharing and support

 Contact Alice at  

alice@theromegroup.com to 

learn more and sign up!

Find And Follow us

 Sign up for our newsletter, 

Insights, find out about our 

services, and more.

 Follow us on Social:

mailto:alice@theromegroup.com


Thank you!

Nat Kendall-Taylor, PhD, CEO the FrameWorks Institute

Amy Shaw, President & CEO, Nine PBS

Vanessa Cooksey, President & CEO, Regional Arts Commission

Becky Moss, Chief Development Officer, Beyond Housing

Deb Dubin, CEO & President, Philanthropy Missouri

Amanda Lands Ramrup, Philanthropy Missouri


